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Dear Friends,

I just want to say that we live in an 

amazing community that cares. This  

year we have all been significantly 

impacted by the pandemic. Our families 

and children are truly struggling to meet 

even their most basic needs. They wrestle 

with job loss, access to daycare, and 

illness. Finding the resources for rent, 

food, and basic supplies is an everyday 

fight and the need for our services has 

never been more important or in demand. 

While our offices have been closed to 

the public the HFF staff have creatively 

managed to deliver our essential services 

to the community by adjusting and 

remaining flexible.

Thank you to our generous funding 

partners, volunteers and Board of 

Directors. Your dedication and generous 

support of our mission fuels the daily 

work of our amazing team and truly 

helps to transform lives during these 

challenging times. Together, we will get 

through this. One day at a time. One 

family at a time.

With gratitude,

Beth Fetzer-Rice, 

Executive Director

EVERY YEAR APPROXIMATELY 1,200 
FAMILIES AND 3,000 CHILDREN ARE 
HOMELESS IN COLUMBUS. EVERY DAY  
THAT WE FAIL TO END HOMELESSNESS  
IS ANOTHER DAY REAL FAMILIES AND 
CHILDREN ARE LIVING WITHOUT A HOME. 
WE MUST ACT EVERY DAY WITH PURPOSE 
TO BREAK THIS CYCLE. 

HFF was founded in 1986 by community volunteers who believed it was unacceptable  

for any child to be homeless and that belief continues to fuel HFF’s mission and  

programming. We believe all children in our community should have a home—and  

the key to ending homelessness is a stable family. We must work together with a  

sense of urgency to break the generational cycle of homelessness by fostering  

independence forfamilies who are currently living in poverty and crisis. 

The great equalizer in society is a good education. The great resilience  

builder in life is hope. At HFF we create a hopeful, nurturing environment  

for families and children where they are engaged in year-round education, 

housing assistance and supportive services. HFF has a variety of  

programs that empower struggling families and expectant mothers  

to achieve stable housing and self-sufficiency. The HFF’s education 

program educates and nurtures children, Pre-K through 8th grade,  

from the Franklinton community and beyond with afterschool  

and summer programs, and home visits that provide both  

education and intervention.

STABLE FAMILIES. THRIVING CHILDREN. HEALTHY COMMUNITY.



IN 2019, HFF CHANGED THE LIVES OF CHILDREN THROUGH ITS EDUCATIONAL SERVICES.  

THE DOWD EDUCATION CENTER SERVED: 

6,706
MEALS

117
PRE-K CHILDREN AND 

THEIR FAMILIES WITH THE  
SPARK PROGRAM

25

107
K-8TH GRADE STUDENTS  

DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR  
AND IN THE SUMMER 

TEENAGERS THROUGH 
ITS YOUTH LED PROGRAMCurrent HFF programming includes:

RAPID RE-HOUSING helps homeless families living  

in shelter move into stable housing. Families living  

in shelter are referred to HFF for this program. 

 

HOMELESS PREVENTION FOR EXPECTANT 

MOTHERS (HPEM) provides housing and supportive 

services to improve the health and well-being of 

mother and child. 

 

HOUSING ASSISTANCE FOR TRANSITIONAL AGE 

YOUTH (ages 18-24) provides housing assistance  

and programming. 

 

HFF provides housing assistance and supportive 

services for the SUCCESS BRIDGE PROGRAM  

FOR COLUMBUS STATE college students. 

 

FAMILY STABILIZATION is a safety net for all within 

the HFF sphere of influence. It provides financial and 

material assistance along with supportive services to 

prevent families from becoming homeless again. 

 

HFF DOWD EDUCATION CENTER afterschool  

and summer camp programs support STEAM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math) 

focused education, while providing support for  

Social Emotional Learning, Skill Building, and 

Education/Career Exploration. 

 

SPARK (SUPPORTING PARTNERSHIPS TO ASSURE 

READY KIDS) provides in-home educational services 

to help parents teach their children the skills needed 

to begin kindergarten. SPARK is offered in both 

English and Spanish. 

 

YOUTH LED, a program for youth ages 13-18, in 

partnership with ADAMH, offers leadership training 

and programs giving students technology and 

communications skills.

 

THE HOMELESS FAMILIES FOUNDATION 
(HFF) EDUCATES AND NURTURES 
CHILDREN WHILE EMPOWERING 
FAMILIES TO ACHIEVE STABLE  
HOUSING AND SELF-SUFFICIENCY.

OUR MISSION



VOLUNTEERS MADE A BIG DIFFERENCE IN 2019:

607 6,991

THE CENTRAL OHIO 
COMMUNITY GIVES 
BACK IN A BIG WAY
AND MEETS THE COVID-19 CHALLENGE

It has truly been a challenging year, but there is so much  

that the Central Ohio community has done to make a positive 

impact. Indeed, the generosity of the human spirit motivates  

the desire in each of us to help and assist those in need. It 

is in times of peril when this generosity of spirit is especially 

challenged. But it is during these challenging times, it is 

especially incumbent upon us to stand up for our neighbors 

who are more negatively impacted by the pandemic.

VOLUNTEERS

HFF deeply appreciates the numerous examples of people investing their time, energy, and other resources to 

assist HFF families and youth. During these economically depressed conditions, many have been unsure how to 

help. Here are just a few examples of what our community members have done that are worthy of sharing. 

HOURS  OF VOLUNTEERING

In addition, HFF received over $200,000 from individuals, corporations, and foundations to help the children 

and families, served by HFF, remain in stable housing and have food on their tables. There’s no question the 

generosity of spirit is alive and well in Central Ohio.

Bailey, Meghan, and Grace Burniston held a Bake  

Sale and raised over $200 for whatever needs  

other children who are homeless may need.  

UA Gives Back is a Facebook group from Upper 

Arlington who came together when COVID-19 hit. 

Every month they assist a different nonprofit. In 

August they were able to donate 100 backpacks  

filled with all the supplies a student will need  

whether working remotely or in person. 

When we were in truly short supply of hand sanitizer 

and disinfectant wipes to give to families in need, 

Columbia Gas came through with 500 of each. 

Lisa Roberts and family donated numerous hand-sewn 

mask for our families. The LivingCloser Foundation 

funded the supplies they needed to make and donate 

the masks. ECS Botanicals has dropped off dozens of  

flower bouquets weekly this summer. The bouquets 

brightened many a family’s day during a difficult time.  

 

St. Joan of Arc Church stepped up when their 

members could not hold their annual Easter food  

drive and found ways to give smaller amounts of food 

more often. They even helped to secure $6000 Rice 

Bowl grant from the Catholic Diocese of Columbus  

for HFF to purchase food for the pantry.



The HFF Endowment Fund 
Established in December of 2015, The HFF Endowment Fund allows HFF 

to achieve its greatest goals in the coming decades and have an impact  

in our community for generations to come.  

 
You can help HFF’s Endowment Fund grow with an unrestricted  

bequest, planned, honorary or memorial gift. For more information, 

contact Cathy Stofac, Director of Development, at 614-715-8342 or 

cstofac@homelessfamiliesfoundation.org.

CONTRIBUTIONS 
$2,557,762

PLEDGES/RECEIVABLES 
$512,864

Pledges/Receivables from 2018 was applied to 2019 expenses.

TOTAL NET ASSETS 
$2,738,266

December 31, 2019

EXPENSES 
$3,045,909

Government
$1,385,994

Programs
$2,288,428

Individuals
$432,440

Administration
$337,055

Foundations
$416,403

Community
Organizations

$57,584

Fundraising
$420,426

Corporate
$265,341

2.2%

THE 2019 NUMBERS

16.3%

16.9%

75.1%

11.1%10.4%
13.8%

IN 2019, 

THE HFF ENDOWMENT FUND 

GREW BY 37% TO  

$157,886

As the coronavirus pandemic took thousands of Central Ohioans out of the workforce beginning 

in March, it became clear that new and creative financial assistance was necessary to keep families 

afloat. The Homeless Families Foundation (HFF) worked to identify and start to fill assistance gaps. 

Beginning immediately, we allocated dollars to support HFF households who are often ineligible  

for most types of public assistance. Their stories provide a glimpse at the great need created by  

the pandemic and show that even newly created public benefits still do not meet the needs of  

many households.

Charles, the father of Brenda and Lamiqua, was laid off due to COVID-19. Although he applied for 

unemployment, it was delayed, and he fell behind in his rent and utilities. Brenda and Lamiqua  

attend the HFF Dowd Education Center, and Charles shared his situation with a staff member.  

HFF was able to help cover his past due rent and utilities to allow them to stay housed. Charles  

is back to work and able to provide for his family once again.

Latish, and her two children, Skylar and Ah’nest were doing okay until Latish began having  

complications from her pregnancy and her hours at work were reduced. She welcomed baby  

Kaiden in June and began an unpaid maternity leave. HFF was able to arrange for rent support  

through September when Latish started back to work full-time. HFF continues to provide case 

management to help with referrals, transportation, baby items and diapers, food, and household  

items to help her out until she is firmly on her feet.

Many households assisted this  

year by our Family Stability  

Program experienced COVID-19-

related loss of income, loss  

of childcare, or illness. Many  

families suffered reductions in  

hours or lost their jobs doing  

hourly work in hotels, restaurants,  

or as self-employed contractors. 

Some have been called back with 

a loss of hours, others have found 

new jobs, while many are still 

struggling. HFF will continue to 

work on strategies to support the 

many families still out of work and 

struggling due to the economic 

collapse. We will work together  

as a community to help all our 

neighbors maintain their housing.

SUCCESS STORIES
54.2%



FREEDOM CIRCLE
$5,000 AND UP

Anonymous (2)

Nick and Donna Akins

John and Charlette Allred

Dean and Chrissy Bruno

Stuart and Laney Burgdoerfer

Harry and Lynne Hallowell

Mary and Mark Jackson

Mary Ann and Douglas Johns

Mr. John F. Kelley III

John Mercurio

Buss and Lou Ann Ransom

Joseph and Denise Sprague

Mike Smith and Heather Ward

Don and Michelle White

Scott White

VISION CIRCLE
$1,000 TO $4,999

Anonymous (2)

Suzanne and Peter Accetta

Tom Battenberg and Helen Liebman

Mr. William Bebinger

Michael and Heather Billy

George and Kathleen Binek

Mansel and Victoria Blackford

Mr. Matthew P. Bonito

John and Catherine Brody

Anthony and Maria Brown

Dr. Charles A. Bush M.D.

Ms. Christine M. Bustamante

Jim and Amy Chapman

Ms. Susan Colace

John and Susan Connor

Charlotte Cullum

Jeffrey and Denise Cutler

Darlene and Roderic Dalton

Satish and Kalpna Desai

Scott and Katie Diener

Ryan and Elise Dunn

Chris Fackler

Joanna Ferrel

Bradley and Stephanie Ferrell

Gus Flichia

Mr. Harold J. Fryer

Mr. Mark Gannon

Ms. Dareth A. Gerlach

Richard and Libby Germain

Ryan and Johnean Goodwin

Kelly and Eric Gratz

Nicholas Greco and Megan Quimper

Scott and Rebecca Green

Mr. Philip Haigis II

Rose and Don Herron

Mark and Linda Hiltz

James and Armande Hopkins

Jim and Karen Houk

Anthony and Courtney Insana

Leslie and Billy Justice

Ms. Jerianne S. Kladder

Gregory and Eileen Kramer

Adina Kruppa

Kent Laturno

Larry and Penny Laudick

Cynthia and Charles Lucius

Ms. Barbara A. Main

Michael and Marilyn Mangino

Ms. Marsha McDonald

Mary and John Martin

William H. Matthews PhD  

and Ada Demb

John and Michelle McLaughlin

John and Pamela McManus

Cameron and Liz Miller

Robert and Lucille Mone

Gayle E. Mowery-Reynolds  

and Michael Reynolds

Matthew and Julia Mrozek

Dennis and Patricia Obyc

Ms. Cynthia Pomeroy

Barbara Poppe

Brad Pospichel

Katherine and Craig Rhoades

Dave and Cheryl Rubadue

David Ruedrich

Penelope and John Russ

Sara Sable-Antry

Eric and Julie Saunders

Mr. Ian Schambach

Richard and Mary Schmeing

Stephanie Sekula

William and Nancy Sheridan

Brad and Lu Stauffer

Brian and Holly Taylor

Mr. Lawrence D. Vitt

Glenn and Reyna Watson

Adele and Willis White

Mr. William Vierbuchen

Judith and Nicholas Zuk

MISSION CIRCLE
$500 to $999

Anonymous

Ms. Lois H. Allen

John Craig Baker and Jill James

Beth and Richard Barthelmas

Chris and Lisa Barton

Robert and Christine Baumann

Rick and Susie Beach

Mr. Roger A. Beaupre

Mr. Michael Beekhuizen

Rion Bellotti

Eric Bennett and Traci McGuire

Brian Bennett

Ms. Mimi Bertram

Adam Biehl

Ms. Georgia A. Bishop

Thomas and Carol Borowski

Edward and Judith Bracken

Kelly Bretas

Fredric and Linda Brown

Ms. Evelyn Casselli

Michael and Casey Chorey

Bradley and Paula Colman

Jason and Shannon Comer

Melinda and Mark Corna

Teresa and Charles Crye

Mr. John Cummings

Rebecca Damsen

Ms. Mary Donahue

Joseph and Teresa Dowd

Patrick and Mary Ann Doyle

Tim and Julie Doyle

Ms. Heather Flournoy

Jeff and JoLee Gardner

Brian and Jacquelyn Giunta

Mike and Rebecca Glick

Todd Grathouse

Theodore and Ellen Hall

Rodney and Jeanne Hayslip

Quintin Hedrick

Dwight and Helen Holloway

Amy Horn

Kathy and Steve Jackson

Matt and Julie Keating

Mr. Ned W. Kerstetter

Ms. Kelsy Kinderknecht

Kent and Pamela Knaebel

John and Rita Konfala

Bart Krogman

Lisa Kyle

June Ann Ladd

Ms. A. Anne Mackin

Jessica Malone

Suzette and J. Daniel Matthews

Mr. Cameron Mitchell

Jennifer Mountcastle

Lorn and Susan Mullenix

Ms. Karen Phillips

Charlie and Donna Powell

Ms. Anne Powell

Kathleen Quinn

Ms. Jane W. Reed

David and Lynn Rife

Thomas and Anne Ritchie

Robert and Nancy Rupp

Ms. Kelly Seifert

Chris and Tammy Shafffery

Frances and Warren Shinker

David and Betsy Sidor

Ms. Deborah Silvers

Adam and Jill Slinger

Mr. Ronald M. Solomon

Mr. Ronald W. Spiers

Donald and Betty Spoelker

Claire Stewart

Hamilton and Margaret Teaford

Mr. Michael C. Tomkies

Raymond and Nancy Traub

George Williams

Maxwell Wood

Julia and Raymond Yorizzo

Laura Young

Ms. Mary Lou McCurdy

NURTURING CIRCLE
$250 to $499

Anonymous

Mr. James Aiello

Mr. Richard A. Amorose

Ralph and Ann Anderson

Mr. Jeremy Appel

Matt Barnhart

Thomas and Dorothy Bastian

John and Lyndsey Beard

Mr. Daniel Bell

Josh Bellman

Ally and Clay Benko

Colleen and John Bevilacqua

Alan and Stacy Bobo

Lisa and John Bodell

Paige Bolinger

Ken Boser and Susan Carroll-Boser

Tricia Bradham

Paul and Carrie Broullire

Beverly A. Bucher

Lisa Burton

Mr. Stephen Bushek

Ms. Laura Byrum

Jeff Carper

Michael and Mimi Chizever

Timothy and Denise Clark

Yo and Marino Colatruglio

Tim and Mindi Cunningham

Christina Dalzell

Mr. Jeffrey Daniels

Shawna Davis

Ms. Jean J. Deutschle

Ms. Sandra Dezenski

Kelli and Klaus Diem

Kaylin and Chris Dunworth

Caitlin Edwards

Jeffrey Eisenman

Elwood and Barri Ellis

Donna Flint

Joseph and Susan Fox

Mr. Harvey S. Galloway

Deborah and Nick Geldis

Eric Myers and Janet Gibson

Ashlee and Lawrence Gould

Elliott and Patricia Hannum

Judi Hatcher

Cindy and Lawrence Hilsheimer

Donald and Phyllis Hohe

Ms. Elizabeth Ingram

Donald and Sylvia Jester

Ryan and Meghan Johnson

Steven and Patricia Kalbfleisch

Nathan and Judith Kander

Ms. Peggy Kelley

Kenneth Kreager

James and Susan Lawrie

Shannon and Michael Leyh

Mr. Scott T. Lindsey

Ms. Kimberly Mack

Sue and Robert Martin

Rick Martine

Mr. Jeffrey Matteo

Jeffrey and Celena Matthews

Gregory McBroom

Donald McTigue and Ann Bryson

Patricia Mitchell

Mr. Jeffrey Mollica

Joe and Tami Mulpas

Marlene and Robert Murphy

Mr. Eric Navin

James and Marilyn Norris

Wendy Orlandi

Mr. William J. Peake

Gina Piacentino

Gordon and Roberta Powell

L. Don Prince

Jeffrey and Jeanne Quayle

Vikram and Janet Rajadhyaksha

Jeff and Kara Reinhardt

Jordanne Renner

Amy and Mark Robinson

Angela Ronay

Carlie and Todd Rosen

Frank Sasso

Kelly and Larry Scheiderer

Mr. David F. Schmidt

Mr. Ryan M. Searle

Kathy and Todd Secrist

John and Mary Sestina

Pete and Ellie Shears

Jonathan and Lisa Shiroma

Brent and Megan Shroy

Ms. Joanne F. Sisia

Kimberly Slemp

Ms. Gina Smith

Peter and Robin Sorrentino

Lavita Stokes

Mr. Jeffrey L. Swackhammer

Jason Tinch

Robert and Pamela Tournoux

Mr. Bryan A. Trapp

Molly Tyger

Orlando Uriarte

David and Barbara Verzella

Natasha and Quentin Whitcomb

David and Susan Williams

Ms. Cynthia Wintermute

Lisa and Myrna Yashon

CHAMPIONS OF HOPE
MAKE IT MONTHLY
Champions of Hope directly 

impact the lives of hundreds 

of children and families with  

monthly donations.

Daniel Bell

Mimi Bertram

Aldo and Bernadine Bredolo

Kelly Bretas

Dean and Chrissy Bruno

Tyler Clementi

Susan Colace

Jeffrey P. Eisenman

Joseph and Susan Fox

Deborah and Nick Geldis

Scott and Rebecca Green

G. Philip Hall

Rose and Don Herron

Jim and Karen Houk

Patrick and Darcy Johnson

Ned W. Kerstetter

Kelsy Kinderknecht

Merilyn Lee

Kimberly Mack

Barbara A. Main

Suzette and J. Daniel Matthews

John and Michelle McLaughlin

Cameron and Liz Miller

Jeffrey Mollica

Lorn and Susan Mullenix

Anna Newman-Griffis

Dave and Cheryl Rubadue

Amy and Mark Robinson

Jeffrey L. Swackhammer

Bryan Alan Trapp

Natasha and Quentin Whitcomb

CORPORATE
$25,000 OR MORE

Anthem Inc.

Nationwide Insurance

$5,000 to $24,999

Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc.

Columbia Gas of Ohio

Diamonds Direct

Hexion Inc.

Huntington Bancshares  

Incorporated

Park National Bank

$1,000 to $4,999

Alliance Data

Battelle

ComDoc

CoverMyMeds LLC

Dublin Dance Centre

Edelman Financial Services, LLC

First Financial Bank

Germain Lexus of Dublin

Goodale Auto-Truck Parts Co.

Grange Insurance Companies

Hawkins Pressure Washing Inc.

Honda of America Manufacturing

Martin Painting & Coating  

Company Employees

Microsoft Matching Gifts Program

NJASP - Netjets Association of 

Shared Aircraft Pilots

Quantum Health, Inc.

Star Leasing Company

White Castle

Whole Foods Market

CORPORATE
FOUNDATIONS
$25,000 OR MORE

American Electric Power  

Foundation

Safelite AutoGlass Foundation

$5,000 to $24,999

CareSource Foundation

Ingram-White Castle Foundation

Nisource Charitable Foundation  

and Corporate Services

The TJX Foundation, Inc.

$1,000 TO $4,999

Cardinal Health Foundation

FOUNDATIONS
$25,000 OR MORE

Anonymous (3)

Elaine and Henry Fischer

Peggy Kelley Fund

Montei Foundation

Beatrice I. and  

 Alan R. Weiler Fund

$5,000 TO $24,999

Anonymous

Fred W. Carver Fund

James S. and Amy L. Chapman  

 Family Fund

Columbus Foundation

The Discover Brighter Futures Fund

Goussetis Family Charitable Fund

Donna and Harry McDonald  

 Charitable Trust

Micah Fund of  

 The Columbus Foundation

Harry C. Moores Foundation

Scott and Terri Ranney Fund

Reinberger Foundation

Siemer Family Foundation

$1,000 TO $4,999

The ABC Fund

AXA Foundation Inc.

Beck Foundation

Bernard & Lajune Cohen  

 Charitable Fund

Columbus Board of Realtors

Fine Family Fund

Heffner Fund

Kent Sherwood Johnson  

 and Gillian Thomson Fund

C. Robert Kidder and  

 Mary G. Kidder Fund

Gwyneth O. and  

 Harris D. Matthews Fund

Ann and Doug Metz Foundation

Pickut Family Charitable Fund

Sandy Pond Foundation

Seanna C. and  

 Matthew D. Walter Fund

Smith Family Fund

THANK YOU DONORS
IN THE LAST HALF OF 2019, HFF PROVIDED:

1,151479
FINANCIAL 

ASSISTANCE PACKAGES 
 Non-funded rent, utilities, 

transportation costs, 

application fees, etc.

450
FOOD 

ORDERS
ITEMS NEEDED TO CARE FOR 

BABIES, CHILDREN, AND ADULTS 
Move-in kits, baby items, 

cleaning supplies, school supplies, 

holiday gifts, etc.

& &



The Homeless Families Foundation receives support from the Community Shelter Board and its funders, which include 
the City of Columbus, the Franklin County Board of Commissioners and the United Way of Central Ohio, supplementing 
the generous donations of numerous individuals, corporations, foundations and community organizations.

HFF Privacy Policy:
The Homeless Families Foundation collects information on donors including their names, addresses, e-mail 
addresses and donation histories for contacting donors in the future and for internal record keeping purposes. It 
does not sell, trade or lend names, addresses, phone numbers or e-mail addresses. To review personal information 
or request corrections, contact HFF at 33 North Grubb Street, Columbus, OH 43215-2748. To discontinue receipt of 
communications from HFF, please contact Dorothy Bastian at dbastian@homelessfamiliesfoundation.org.

IN 2019, 
HFF PROVIDED HOUSING 

ASSISTANCE TO OVER:

CHILDREN
1,000

FAMILIES
700

&




